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(c) Child support. Periodic payments
for the support and maintenance of a
child or children, subject to and in ac-
cordance with State law under 42
U.S.C. 662(b). It includes, but is not
limited to, payments to provide for
health care, education, recreation, and
clothing or to meet other specific
needs of such a child or children.

(d) Court. Any court of competent ju-
risdiction of any State, the District of
Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puer-
to Rico, Guam, American Samoa, the
Virgin Islands, the Northern Mariana
Islands, and the Trust Territory of the
Pacific Islands and any court of the
United States as defined in 28 U.S.C.
451 having competent jurisdiction; or
any court of competent jurisdiction of
a foreign country with which the
United States has an agreement requir-
ing the United States to honor any
court order of such country.

(e) Court Order. As defined under 10
U.S.C. 1408(a)(2), a final decree of di-
vorce, dissolution, annulment, or legal
separation issued by a court, or a court
ordered, ratified, or approved property
settlement incident to such a decree. It
includes a final decree modifying the
terms of a previously issued decree of
divorce, dissolution, annulment, or
legal separation, or a court ordered,
ratified, or approved property settle-
ment incident to such previously
issued decree. The court order must
provide for the payment to a member’s
former spouse of alimony, child sup-
port, or a division of property. In the
case of a division of property, the court
order must specify that the payment is
to be made from the member’s dispos-
able retired pay.

(f) Creditable service. Service counted
towards the establishment of any enti-
tlement for retired pay. See paragraphs
10102 through 10108 of DoD 1340.12–M, 42
U.S.C. 212 for the PHS, and 33 U.S.C.
864 and 10 U.S.C. 6323 for NOAA.

(g) Designated agent. A representative
of a Uniformed Service who will re-
ceive and process court orders under
this part.

(h) Division of property. Any transfer
of property or its value by an individ-
ual to his or her former spouse in com-
pliance with any community property
settlement, equitable distribution of
property, or other distribution of prop-

erty between spouses or former
spouses.

(i) Entitlement. The legal right of a
member to receive retired pay.

(j) Final decree. As defined under 10
U.S.C. 1408(a)(3), a decree from which
no appeal may be taken or from which
no appeal has been taken within the
time allowed for taking such appeals
under the laws applicable to such ap-
peals or a decree from which timely ap-
peal has been taken and such appeal
has been finally decided under the laws
applicable to such appeals.

(k) Former spouse. The former hus-
band or former wife, or the husband or
wife, of a member.

(l) Garnishment. The legal procedure
through which payment is made from
an individual’s pay that is due or pay-
able to another party in order to sat-
isfy a legal obligation to provide child
support, to make alimony payments, or
both, under 5 CFR part 581 and 42
U.S.C. 659 or to enforce a division of
property other than a division of re-
tired pay as property under 10 U.S.C.
1408(d)(5).

(m) Member. A person originally ap-
pointed or enlisted in, or conscripted
into, a Uniformed Service who has re-
tired from the regular or reserve com-
ponent of the Uniformed Service con-
cerned.

(n) Renounced pay. Retired pay to
which a member has an entitlement,
but for which receipt of payment has
been waived by the member.

(o) Retired pay. The gross entitlement
due a member based on conditions of
the retirement law, pay grade, years of
service for basic pay, years of service
for percentage multiplier, if applicable,
and date of retirement (transfer to the
Fleet Reserve or Fleet Marine Corps
Reserve); also known as retainer pay.

[50 FR 2667, Jan. 18, 1985, as amended at 52
FR 25215, July 6, 1987]

§ 63.4 Policy.
It is the policy of the Uniformed

Services to honor a former spouse’s re-
quest for direct payment from a given
member’s retired pay in enforcement of
a court order that provides for a ali-
mony, child support, or division of
property, when the terms, conditions,
and requirements in this part are satis-
fied.
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